
FOXBORO SEVENTH-DAY ADAVENTIST CHURCH

N E W S L E T T E R

MAY  2018

Body of Christ:
Which part are you?
BY VANUSA SOBRINHO
The year I turned thirteen years old was an unforgettable year. Among 
other things, my mom went through a lot fighting what turned out 
to be a lifelong disease. As a brand-new teenager, I was personally 
going through a lot, as well. Looking back, I remember being quite 
self-centered and stubborn, and I have to say my overall attitude 
towards anybody, especially my little sister, wasn’t something to be 
proud of. One incident that certainly taught me many lessons during 
that time happened right after vespers on a Saturday evening. 

My best friend Edilaine and I had just left church and were going 
home. I was riding my mom’s Garelli motorbike and carrying my 
friend. These motorbikes have no gears; it is basically a bicycle with a 
small gas engine. 

A couple blocks down the street I suddenly went over something 
on the street and lost control of the bike. Because I had been holding 
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DEAR READER
We carefully and prayerfully 

consider each month’s theme. 
We have our eyes and ears, and 
hearts, open to the needs of the 
church. Mingling with our fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
we try to be tuned in so we can 
provide relevant newsletter 
material. Our hope is to inspire, 
nurture, and help each other 
grow in our walk with God. 

This month we decided to 
focus on Church—the body 
of Christ. We know at times 
church can be stale, mundane, 
haphazard, and even downright 
“blah” at times. (See the article 
“Why is “Church so… Blah,” p. 4.) 

It doesn’t have to be this way. 
Often times we get these 

ideas of what church is supposed 
to be and forget all about what 
God intended church to be. Are 
we being spiritually robbed? Or 
even, are we spiritually robbing 
ourselves and each other?

We hope our member-written 
articles and carefully selected 
pieces inspire us all to climb out 
of our rut and BE the church God 
meant us to be. We hope each 
page excites and invigorates, 
and gets us back on track to 
functioning as a healthy, strong, 
and active body.

-Newsletter Staff
 

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE FOCUS ON 

THE CHURCH
BODY

The Word
Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!

 Ps. 133:1  

Inspiration
Christian unity is a mighty agency. It 
tells in a powerful manner that those 
who possess it are children of God...
 In the plan of redemption a place 
is allotted to every soul. To each man 
is given his work. No one can be a 
member of Christ’s body and yet be 
inactive... The work of God’s people 
may and will be varied, but one Spirit 
is the mover in it all. All the work done 
for the Master is to be connected 
with the great whole. The workers 
are to labor together in concert, 
each one controlled by divine power, 
putting forth undivided effort to draw 
those around them to Christ. All must 
move like parts of a well-adjusted 
machinery, each part dependent on 
the other part, yet standing distinct in 
action. And each one is to take the 
place assigned him and do the work 
appointed him. God calls upon the 
members of His church to receive the 
Holy Spirit, to come together in unity 
and brotherly sympathy, to bind their 
interests together in love.  
   

EGW, My Life Today, p. 281
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BY PASTOR MARCOS TORRES
Have you ever felt like church just doesn’t 
seem to matter? I mean, its cool and all. 
It’s not like you are angry at the church or 
with anyone in particular. It just seems as 
though the only major thing that would 
change if you stopped going was how 
you spent your Sabbath morning which is 
quite often kind of, well, blah...

If you have ever felt that way, consider 
yourself totally non-weird. Many people, 
especially in today’s generation, feel that 
way. In fact, many pastors feel that way 
and I am definitely one of them. I’m not 
a huge fan of “church” and there is so 
much about it that I simply don’t connect 
with.

However, there is something weird 
about all this. Whenever I read about 
the church in the New Testament I get 
stoked. I especially love the book of Acts 
which chronicles the journey of the early 
church. But for some reason that sense of 
excitement hasn’t always transferred into 
my local setting. It’s almost as if there is a 
big difference between the church in Acts 
and the church in my city. One is pretty 
cool. The other is... blah?

But why do we feel this way? Is it 
because the Acts church was perfect? 
Not at all. They were messed up. In 
fact, the New Testament testifies to how 
messed up the early church was (one 
church even had a guy hooking up with 
his stepmother!). They were certainly 
far from perfect. Is it because the Acts 
church was trendier? No. There were no 
hipsters then. They didn’t even have a 
Snapchat account.

And yet, when I read about the 
church in Acts one thing is clear. They 
lived and died for the kingdom of God. 
They impacted the world around them. 
They were a force to be reckoned with. 

If you left the church, it wasn’t just your 
Sabbath morning that changed, it was 
your everyday life that changed. Church 
wasn’t simply a tack on to the week - a 
religious ritual to adhere to. Church was a 
movement, a way of life, identity, purpose, 
and the force that was responsible for 
ushering in the kingdom of God. Perhaps 
few have said it as well as Francis Chan:

“Church today has become 
predictable.... You go to a building, 
someone gives you a bulletin, you sit in a 
chair, you sing a few songs, a guy delivers 
maybe a polished message, maybe not, 
someone sings a solo, you go home. Is 
that all God intended for us?” 

...Is there hope? Can the modern 
church go back to its roots? Can we 
restore what it means to be the church?

I believe the answer is Yes. However, 
it will never happen if we all sit around 
and wait for the leaders to do it. Leaders 
are amazing, but they also have a lot on 
their plate. The typical pastor is dealing 
with interpersonal tensions in the church, 
administration challenges, families 
going through crisis and theological 
controversies threatening the church’s 
unity. If you think you can just tack on 
“church revival” to his or her list of things 
to do, then make sure you get a comfy 
chair. You are going to be waiting a while. 

My belief is this. Pastors need to 
commit to church revival yes. But it begins 
with the everyday church member. You are 
the one with the power. Most pastors will 
support any initiative for church revival 
and optimization if they know there is a 
core group in the church already working 
in that direction. But if they are the ones 
who have to initiate and run the entire 
thing, its often impossible.

So I want to challenge each of you to 
go against the current. I want to challenge 
you not just to be counter-cultural in this 
sinful world but to be counter-cultural 
in the church. Stand up and make a 
difference. Here are some steps you can 
take:

1 Don’t be discouraged. Yes, the 
church is quite often comfy and doesn’t 
want to do much but that should not 
surprise us. Jesus told us the tares will 
remain with the wheat until the final 
judgment and the book of Revelation 
also predicts the Laodecian phase of the 
church. It’s to be expected so don’t let it 
wear you out. Fight for change knowing 
that God is on your side. 

2  Don’t complain. Do something! 
Leaving the church because its dead, 
or gripping about what is wrong with it 
wont do a thing. Instead of criticizing the 
church lead the church. Critics may have 
good points but they are all yap. Leaders 
on the other hand zip their lips and get 
to work. 

3  Find your passion in building the 
kingdom of God and milk it for all its 
worth. Get books on it. Watch videos 
or read stories of other people who are 
doing the same thing. Get stoked! And 
get to it. 

4 Surround yourself with people 
who feel like you. Yes, they can be hard 
to find. I get that. But the beauty of the 
modern age is, if you cant find anyone 
locally you can still connect with people 

Why is Church
So... Blah? 

who share the same burden all over the 
world. Join a Facebook group! I currently 
host a group with about 400 members 
called “Adventist Evangelism & Church 
Optimization Group” where we share, 
inspire and challenge each other. Join us 
here!

5  Start a ministry. Anyone can do this. 
You don’t need permission. Start it and 
get people plugged in. Take advantage 
of the networks you built in step 4 to gain 
wisdom, insight, and encouragement. 
On the other hand, consider joining an 
existing ministry if you have the chance. 

6 Remember your circle of influence. 
God hasn’t called you to change the entire 
world. He has called you to be faithful to 
your particular circle of influence. So stick 
to that or else you will burn out. 

7 And lastly, keep yourself entirely 
connected to Jesus. After all, its his 
kingdom we are building not our own. 

If each of us where to do this we can 
begin to restore a sense of relevance, 
purpose, and fire to our local church. It’s 
certainly not easy but nothing of value in 
life ever is.
 
www.pomopastor.com/blog//2018/03/why-is-
church-so-blah-cacgh

You can make a difference...
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HEALTH beat
Your Body... A Temple
BY FRED HARDINGE
The Seventh-day Adventist Church 
encourages a balanced vegetarian diet. 
“The diet God ordained in the Garden 
of Eden--the vegetarian diet--is the ideal, 
but sometimes we cannot have the ideal. 
In those circumstances, in any given 
situation or locale, those who wish to stay 
in optimum health will eat the best food 
that they can obtain.” — Seventh-day 
Adventists Believe, p. 286.

There are different types of vegetarian 
diets including total (animal free), ovo-
lacto (the most widely followed in the SDA 
church), and pesco (vegetarian with a little 
fish added). For those who live where there 
is an abundance of fortified food products, 
a healthy totally vegetarian diet may be 
the ideal with the following considerations: 

• Choose ample whole grains, 
vegetables, legumes, fruits, nuts, seeds 
and berries.

• Avoid replacing animal foods 
with refined, sweet, fatty commercial 
products—even if these are from plant 

A Growing  
Area of Need
BY MIKE VOGLER
Did you know that our church has 
eleven students attending Seventh-
day Adventist schools? Not only are 
they learning what other schools 
teach but they also have additional 
studies on the Bible in an environment 
where spirituality is important.

We have members that have 
attended Cedar Brook and some 
have had their children do the same. 
Andrew Turner is now a teacher at the 
same school he attended as a child.

Our church is a constituent of 
Cedar Brook School and has been 
for decades. Basically, this means 
as a church we support our schools 
and students beyond just designated 
offerings. We are involved in the 
operations of the school, the 
decision-making, and we contribute 
financially. When the roof needs to 
be replaced, we help. When bills 
need to be paid, we help. Many of 
our students receive some kind of 
financial assistance from our church 
to attend one of our schools. A 
significant part of the money given to 
the church budget goes to support 
the schools and provides assistance 
to our member students.

Over the past few years the need 
has grown as our student count has 
increased. Our reserves for Student 
Assistance are running low but 
the need is not. Please prayerfully 
consider supporting our church 
school students by giving to the 
Student Assistance fund using your 
tithe envelope. Join others that have 
already committed in regularly giving 
for this purpose.

sources.
• Take a supplement of vitamin 

B12 regularly (remember, deficiency 
symptoms may take 4-6 years to appear).

• Obtain adequate sunlight, and 
emphasize high-calcium vegetables, and/
or supplement your diet with calcium and 
Vitamin D.

• Consider the use of ground flax 
and or chia seeds or supplements high 
in omega-3 fatty acids, especially during 
reproductive years.

• Assure adequate dietary zinc, 
especially for young and adolescent 
boys.

Let us heed the words of Paul: “…
those who don’t eat certain foods must 
not condemn those who do…let us aim 
for harmony in the church and try to build 
each other up. Don’t tear apart the work 
of God over what you eat…” (Romans 
14:1-3).

Excerpt from Seventh-day Adventists and 
Nutrition. Published in Elder’s Digest April/
June 2018. . 

TREASURY AT WORK

The Dish on PotluckMediterranean Salad
2 cups cherry tomatoes, halved

1 15-ounce can chick peas,   

     drained and rinsed

1 or 2 8.5 ounce cans of  

     artichokes, drained and  

     quartered

¾ cup feta cheese

¾ cup thinly sliced red onion

¼ cup or more fresh basil 

Directions:
In a separate small bowl combine and 
whisk together:
¼ cup extra virgin olive oil
1.5 tablespoons red wine vinegar
½ teaspoon dried oregano
Dash of salt

Adapted by Paula Vogler from  
Cooking Light magazine.

Ways to give:

1. Mark your tithe envelope “Student 
Assistance” and the amount you’d 
like to give. 

2. Give online. Go to our church 
website www.foxborosdachurch.org 
and click “online giving” at the top 
right corner. Enter your amount in the 
Student Assistance box under the 
Local Church section. 

Online Giving option.
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Body of Christ:  
Which Part 
Are you?
Continued from cover.

only one side of the handles, the 
bike turned abruptly to the side as 
my friend and I continued on straight 
until we both hit the pavement in a 
mess of legs and arms. 

We both had helmets on and I 
wasn’t even going that fast. It had 
gotten dark outside and it was hard 
to see much, but many of the people 
who had been in church were passing 
by and quickly came to our rescue. I 
remember trying to get up and falling 
right back down, my vision dark and 
the world spinning. 

It turned out to be a black cat that 
had jumped in front of us as we were 
passing by him. He survived. We did, 
too. 

I hit the ground head first, hence 
my dizziness. My friend managed to 
hold out her hands in front of her, so 
they got pretty bruised. I cut my chin 
pretty bad and dislocated my jaw 
joint.  But going home all we both 
could think of was the fact we were 
going to miss the church volleyball 
tournament the next day! 

Recovery was not too bad and I 
will be forever thankful to Helena, my 
friend’s mom, who took care of both 
of us, as my parents were away due 
to my mother’s treatment. I couldn’t 
chew anything for many days, living 
on juices and soups. And, yes, we still 
showed up at the tournament the 

next day, all patched up, to cheer on 
our friends playing volleyball.

My first lesson from that incident 
was the importance of each body 
part. How I missed enjoying food. 
The simple act of chewing was 
certainly cherished for a long time 
after my accident. 

Another lesson was derived from 
the amount of support we received 
from church friends during our 
recovery. For many days we received 
cooked meals regularly. As a proud 
teenager, I also learned to humble 
myself and to depend on others, 
including my little sister! 

Looking back to that time, it is 
easy to understand the importance of 
support within the church community. 
Like the parts of our body, each 
church member has a very important 
role in the body of the church. It 
may be helping each other when 
someone needs support, leading 
up a church service or helping to 
organize a church-related event. 
Each and every role of each and 
every member makes a difference 
and is needed so that the church may 
continue to function properly. 

The Bible confirms this idea in 
Corinthians 12:12-14: “Just as a body, 
though one, has many parts, but all 
its many parts form one body, so it is 
with Christ.  For we were all baptized 
by one Spirit so as to form one 
body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given 
the one Spirit to drink. Even so the 
body is not made up of one part but 
of many.” 

Let’s take a moment to really think 
this over… What would the church be 
like without the constant dedication 

of deacons? And what would happen 
to all the children if there were no 
teachers during Sabbath School? 

We cannot forget the essential 
role of musicians within our church, 
either; music touches the heart and 
soul in a way no words could ever do. 
Many people have given their lives 
to God because one day they were 
touched by a song or hymn. 

What would the church service be 
like without all the supporting roles 
of elders, media personnel, and the 
members on the pews? (Yes, they are 
important, too!) How about a church 
service without a preacher? Maybe 
that would be possible, but certainly 
not ideal. 

Ellen White comments on 
Paul’s statement saying that “by 
a comparison of the church with 
the human body, the apostle aptly 
illustrated the close and harmonious 
relationship that should exist among 
all members of the church of Christ” 
(AA, p. 317). 

Paul also mentions how God 
gives us different talents, so that 
we may complement each other’s 
efforts in working for God. He says, 
“Christ himself gave the apostles, 
the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip his 
people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up 
until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining 
to the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13). 

One of the key words here is 
mature. God’s purpose for us is that 
we become mature in our faith and 
in our relationships with one another 

through Him; He also wants us to use 
our talents to work for Him, both in 
and out of the church.

 Now, it is important to 
emphasize two main benefits of 
being united harmoniously as parts/
members of the body of Christ. One 
benefit is that a close-knit church 
community stands strong and moves 
forward towards the ultimate goal of 
serving God and the community. 

Another essential benefit is the 
fact that Jesus Christ is the Head 
which means that as we get united to 
each other as members of the church 
body, we naturally become closer to 
Jesus Christ as well. “God placed all 
things under his feet and appointed 
him to be head over everything for 
the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills everything in 
every way” (Ephesians 1:22, 23). 

“We are to be one with him as he 
is one with the Father, and then we 
are beloved by the infinite God as 
members of the body of Christ, as 
branches of the living Vine… Christ 
is our glorified Head, and the divine 
love flowing from the heart of God, 
rests in Christ, and is communicated 
to those who have been united 
to him. This divine love entering 
the soul inspires it with gratitude, 
frees it from its spiritual feebleness, 
from pride, vanity, and selfishness, 
and from all that would deform the 
Christian character” (EGW, Christian 
Education, p. 75). Powerful words to 
reflect upon as we work on ourselves, 
with God’s help, to be the best “body 
part” we can be!
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PASTOR’S 
MESSAGE
BY PASTOR ROBERT ZEGARRA

Defined Church
If you looked up the word church 
in the dictionary you would not be 
surprised by the words used to define 
it. Most of the words we associate 
with church: a place of worship, body 
of Christian believers. 

In the Bible the English word for 
church is translated from the Greek 
word “ekklesia”. Unlike the English 
translation of the word church, 
ekklesia’s primary meaning is ‘called 
out’. 

The secondary meaning of 
ekklesia is the result of being called 
out to become an assembly. When 
there was a public decision to be 
made, the people would be called 
out to meet. 

These two meanings are usually 
forgotten and missed in the modern 
understanding of church. This has 
created an identity crisis between the 
structure of the institutional church 
and the individual who is called out 
to follow God in the world. 

The believer, not the church, is 
responsible to God for sharing the 
gospel. The gathering assembly 
of the “called out” is to serve the 
purpose of building each member 
up in the faith of Christ so that each 

The church is the community of believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour. In continuity with the people of God in Old Testament times, we 
are called out from the world; and we join together for worship, for fellowship, 
for instruction in the Word, for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, for 
service to humanity, and for the worldwide proclamation of the gospel. The 
church derives its authority from Christ, who is the incarnate Word revealed 
in the Scriptures. The church is God’s family; adopted by Him as children, its 
members live on the basis of the new covenant. The church is the body of 
Christ, a community of faith of which Christ Himself is the Head. The church is 
the bride for whom Christ died that He might sanctify and cleanse her. At His 
return in triumph, He will present her to Himself a glorious church, the faithful 
of all the ages, the purchase of His blood, not having spot or wrinkle, but holy 
and without blemish.

Study:  Gen. 12:1-3; Exod. 19:3-7; Matt. 16:13-20; 18:18; 28:19, 20; Acts 2:38-42; 7:38; 1 
Cor. 1:2; Eph. 1:22, 23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11; 5:23-27; Col. 1:17, 18; 1 Peter 2:9

Q: Do I really need to go to church? 
Can’t I worship on my own?

A: “Church attendance is important 
for worship, support, and preparation 
for the last days. Hebrews 10:25, TLB: 
“Let us not neglect our church meetings, 
as some people do, but encourage and 
warn each other, especially now that the 
day of his coming back again is drawing 
near.”

The church is not about one person, 
but everyone joined together in Christ. 
Romans 12:5, NIV: “So in Christ we who 
are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.”1

Q: Why should I go to church when 
it’s just full of a bunch of hypocrites? 

A: “How often we hear people say 

believer is so equipped to share the 
good news of the Gospel (Ephesians 
4.11-16). 

Therefore, the believer’s maturity 
in Christ is not the result of music, 
worship styles, knowledge, doctrine 
or standards. Rather, these church 
actions of the modern church are the 
result of believers sharing the truth 
about God for both encouragement 
and teaching. 

When the believer is no longer 
surrendering and following God, 
the church can become a personal 
interpretation of the believer’s life 
rather than a revelation of God. We 
gather to seek God’s will together in 
unity of the Holy Spirit. 

The “called out” go out into the 
world with God and sharing God 
with others. Then the “called out” 
gather together, their perspective is 
Christ-centered and their actions to 
share the gospel shapes the basis for 
their whole life activity. 

As Jesus said in John 4.23, “But 
the hour is coming, and now is, when 
the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for the 
Father is seeking such to worship 
Him.”

Foundations of Faith

We believe in... The Church

Your Questions Answered...
they would attend church if it weren’t 
for all the hypocrites. Which is a little bit 
like saying we would go to a hospital if 
it weren’t for all the sick people. We 
know that it was Jesus’ custom to attend 
worship services with others. If we think 
church members were better back then, 
we need just remember who attended 
church in that era: Judas Iscariot, Ananias 
and Sapphira, the rich young ruler, the 
Pharisees and Sadducees...While it’s 
true that I’ll notice more of the church’s 
weaknesses from within it, it is also true 
that while there I’ll notice more of its 
strengths. If I keep invested and stay 
involved with individual members, I’m 
guaranteed stories of breakthrough, 
changed lives, and the shared stories 
of God’s goodness in the lives of fellow 
believers.“2

 1. http://www.bibleinfo.com/en/topics/church

2. archives.adventistreview.org/article/1135/ 
archives/issue-2007-1513/why-go-to-church
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ADAPTATION BY EDDIE SOMERS 
On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
was given to the church and boy was it a 
sight to behold. It was a church operating 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. It was a 
church on a mission, taking the gospel 
to a lost world. It was a church excited 
about its Savior Jesus. It was a church 
committed to holiness, obedience to 
the Word of God, and to worship. It was 
a church steadfast in the face of horrible 
persecution, and yet growing, as God 
added to it daily. 

The church was so committed they 
even came together every day to worship 
and honor the Lord.

The church witnessed the power of 
God as they saw people saved on a daily 
basis. 

The church was active, carrying the 
gospel to everyone they met.

And then there’s the modern church, 
fractured with little commitment to the 
mission of the church, the worship of 
the church, the outreach of the church, 
or the needs of the church. Members’ 
commitment to the church is conditional, 
dependent on schedules, routines, 
convenience, and the whims of the 
moment. 

In many cases, the people in the pews 
are not so different from the lost people 
in the world. Many church members give 
little attention to prayer, daily worship 
and devotion, and personal holiness. 

In a world that has developed such 
a negative image of God and church, 
how are we to become attractive to a 
lost world? And how are we to feel that 
excitement and vigor the early church 
had?

The book of Acts reveals God’s pattern 
for His church and the characteristics that 
should be distinguishing marks of God’s 
Church. 

God’s church preaches the right 

message. God’s church preaches Christ 
crucified and resurrected, and His 
atonement for sin. It shows how sinful 
sin is, warning sinners to turn from their 
sin and turn to Christ alone, rather than 
salvation through religion or ritual. This 
church’s emphasis is Jesus as the only 
solution to the sin problem. 

God’s church reflects Christ. They 
are people who have had a new birth 
experience with Christ. They have broken 
off all ties with their old lives as they 
have been transformed into the image 
of Christ. They are committed  servants 
marked by selflessness, doing everything 
in their power to meet the needs of 
others. 

God’s church is in one accord. God’s 
church is a family, working together as a 
team for a common goal—to accomplish 
the purpose of God to “save that which 
was lost.” Everything they do is in harmony 
with one another and the God they serve. 
They are more than just a people they see 
once a week, they are kindred friends, 
walking together, witnessing together, 
testifying of the goodness of God.

His church obeys the right Lord. 
God’s church will testify of the power of 
God because they will know the Lord and 
see His power first hand. To them, the 
Lord is personal; they do not worship an 
abstract, unknowable God. They worship 
the Lord who personally redeemed them 
from their sins. They are in a powerful, 
saving relationship with Him. 

So, how well does our church fit this 
pattern? Are we the kind of church God 
can use and bless for His glory? I challenge 
you to look inside yourself right now as 
part of His church. Have you surrendered 
all to the Lord? Are you faithful to the 
church HE established? How do YOU fit 
into the pattern God has for His church?

Adapted from “God’s Purpose for His Church,” 
Elder’s Digest. April/june 2018, p. 17.

GOD’S PATTERN FOR HIS CHURCH CHURCH NEWS
Foxboro Missionaries 
Travel to Haiti
BY PAULA VOGLER
Seven members of the Foxboro SDA 
Church were part of our conference’s 
Missionary Impossible team that traveled 
to Haiti to fulfill a promise.

After Hurricane Matthew devastated 
the country in 2016, destroying 200 
churches in the Southern Haiti mission, 
the Southern New England Conference 
(SNEC) held a conference wide offering 
day to raise funds to help rebuild one of 
those churches.

The Missionary Impossible team 
traveled to the mountain town of 
Beaumont to begin that construction 
process as well as run VBS, teen-led 
evangelism and a school art program.

Traveling nearly seven hours on a 
school bus up a pothole riddle mountain 
road and arriving in a downpour at night 
after 24 hours of traveling, the team 
settled in and was on the job site the 
next morning.

Moving rocks and buckets of cement 
up a hill and being thronged by 300-
500 kids for VBS programs led most 
on the trip to remark that it was one of 
the hardest and physically challenging 
trips to date but also one of the most 
rewarding.

In a clear example of evangelism 
in action speaking louder than words, 
people from Beaumont joined the team 
to help at the construction site; two 
young men who were baptized after they 
helped during the week and learned 
more about the group that “would travel 
all that way to help.”

There was time to mingle with the 
locals, participate in a parade that 
brought nearly 100 pathfinders who 
made the 2-hour journey from a local 
community together, and enjoy some 

traditional Haitian food.
Although the town has never had 

electricity a generator turned on for an 
hour in the morning and a few hours 
in the evening gave enough light to 
manage at the motel.  

The group made due with buckets 
and basins of cold water to clean up with 
and woke in mornings when church bells 
calling people to Mass rang at 5:00, 5:30 
and 5:45 in each morning.

Buhle spent most of her days at the 
construction site passing buckets of 
cement, hand over hand, up the hill to 
where the footings and foundation of the 
church were going in.

“Every day after the kids of Beaumont 
got out of school they would come to the 
work site and help,” Buhle said. “I got to 
know the kids and their energy uplifted 
me. Kids less than 60 pounds were 
helping to build their church. It made me 
grateful for what we have.”

She said this trip grew her faith the 
most of the four mission trips she has 
been on in part because she presented a 
sermon at one of the evening evangelistic 
meetings.

“At first I really didn’t want to do it 
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Children’s Church  
a Hit with Adults  
and Kids
BY PAULA VOGLER

Singing, stories, puppets, and Bible 
truths have taken on a new format in 
the monthly Children’s Church program.  
Typically held on the first Sabbath of the 
month the program is geared towards 
children who are aged 9 and under.

While the traditional worship service 
is held in the sanctuary parents and 
their small children are invited into the 
fellowship hall for a more informal church 
service that thrills the little ones.

A recent service held the day before 
Easter focused on Jesus rising from the 
grave where children were told that 
the Jews did not search for eggs that 
resurrection morning.

“Jesus rose from the grave and we 
get to keep Him in our hearts,” Meg, Parade with the pathfinders

Cutting rebar with a hand saw. Cutting wire needed for the towers.

but like Pastor Danny (Danny Velez, 
SNEC Assistant Youth Director) said we 
can’t say no to Lord and I feel like people 
were touched,” Buhle said. “Also the 
Missionary Impossible team was more 
like family and was amazing as always.”

While her friends stayed at home 
during school vacation enjoying their 
free time Normande said she would 
never trade the experiences she had on 
the trip for staying at home.

“Not only was this my first mission trip 
but it was also the first time I came back to 
Haiti after what would now be 12 years,” 
Normande said. “I have never worked so 
hard for something that didn’t have much 
to do with me, and I am honored to have 
been able to help construct the church. I 
will always remember this experience as 
one that gave (me) the opportunity to do 
God’s work.”

Nadine was born and grew up in Haiti 
but had not been back to the country in 
12 years either.  It was an emotional visit 
as she saw how the country had changed 
in that time.  She almost didn’t make the 
trip because she was not feeling well 
even on the car ride to the conference 
the night the team left.

She was also unsure as to how or if 

God could use her.
“When I arrived in Haiti I was amazed 

to be able to do so much VBS and 
translation work,” Nadine said. “I’ve 
never seen such an amazing group of 
young people so devoted to work for the 
cause of practical evangelism.”

She returned with a clearer 
understanding of what these mission 
trips are about and a commitment to 
encourage other people to make it a 

priority to go on one.
“The 2018 Haiti mission trip was one 

of the best experiences I ever had,” said 
Nadine.  “I want to gratefully thank the 
church and conference for putting such a 
great initiative together where Christians 
of all ages are included and have an 
opportunity to discover their talents and 
put them to use for the glory of God. I 
praise God and also encourage you all 
to not hesitate to make yourself available 
to God for you never know how He can 
use you.”

The team is praying for the people 
of Beaumont that they will continue the 
work on their church and that one day the 
team will return for a church dedication 
there.

one of the co-directors told the excited 
group.  “When we keep Him in our hearts 
we share Him with everyone.”

Parents appreciate a change of pace 
for their children.

“The battle of keeping them quiet is 
easier here,” Andrew said.

“I like that all different ages sit here 
and enjoy themselves,” said Annalise.  
“It breaks up the routine of the normal 
Sabbath sermon for them.”

“It caters to how they learn and their 
attention span,” Tony said.
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in man. It is His remedy for universal 
disorganization. It is the power that 
draws men together in unity. To 
present these truths is the work of 
the third angel’s message. The Lord 
designs that the presentation of 
this message shall be the highest, 
greatest work carried on in the world 
at this time. (11)
The purpose which God seeks to 
accomplish through His people 
today is the same that He desired to 
accomplish through Israel when He 
brought them forth out of Egypt. By 
beholding the goodness, the mercy, 
the justice, and the love of God 
revealed in the church, the world 
is to have a representation of His 
character. (12)
In order to manifest the character of 
God, in order that we may not deceive 
ourselves, the church, and the world 
by a counterfeit Christianity, we must 
become personally acquainted with 
God. If we have fellowship with God, 
we are His ministers, though we may 
never preach to a congregation. 
We are workers together with God 
in presenting the perfection of His 
character in humanity. (13)

God’s Purpose
For His Church
BY ELLEN WHITE
The church is God’s appointed 
agency for the salvation of men. It was 
organized for service, and its mission 
is to carry the gospel to the world. 
From the beginning it has been God’s 
plan that through His church shall be 
reflected to the world His fullness and 
His sufficiency. The members of the 
church, those whom He has called out 
of darkness into His marvelous light, 
are to show forth His glory. The church 
is the repository of the riches of the 
grace of Christ; and through the church 
will eventually be made manifest, even 
to “the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places,” the final and full 
display of the love of God. Ephesians 
3:10. (Acts of the Apostles, 9)
It is God’s purpose to manifest 
through His people the principles of 
His kingdom. That in life and character 
they may reveal these principles, He 
desires to separate them from the 
customs, habits, and practices of the 
world. He seeks to bring them near 
to Himself, that He may make known 
to them His will. (Testimonies for the 
Church, 9)
A great work is to be accomplished 
in setting before men the saving 
truths of the gospel. This is the 
means ordained by God to stem the 
tide of moral corruption. This is His 
means of restoring His moral image 

Read the full text online:
Acts of the Apostles, Ch 1 
http://www.whiteestate.org/books/
aa/aa1.html

Testimonies for the Church, vol 6
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/
book/118.39#39


